Featured Selection

SWEDISH HILL 2007 VIDAL BLANC

arning the title Winery of
the Year at the New
York Wine & Food Clas-
sic for the top showing
(based on the level and number of
awards in relation to entries) is some-
thing special. Dave Peterson, general
manager of Swedish Hill Vineyard,
says it’s “the best.” But this year,
for Swedish Hill, it was even bet-
ter: not only was it named Win-
ery of the Year, winning a
whopping twenty-two medals,
but its 2007 Vidal Blanc (about
$12) took home the coveted
Governor’s Cup, the top prize.
Swedish Hill, founded in
1986 on the western shore of
Cayuga Lake, currently pro-
duces 63,000 cases annually.
In discussing the winery’s
approach to winemaking and
its stellar all-around showing
in the competition, Peterson
says: “We try to give each wine
as much respect as the next.”
He also credits a talented wine-
making team and knowing the

Finger Lakes vineyards and growers
“as well as anyone,” a significant fac-
tor for a winery that purchased 80
percent of its grapes in 2007. More-
over, says Peterson, when it comes to
the final blend, “We taste and vote as
a panel, and the majority rules!”
With a little Riesling (10 per-
cent) and Traminette (5 percent)
blended in, the award-winning
2007 Vidal Blanc is indeed Ries-
ling-like. Aside from noticeable
sweetness (1.5 percent residual
sugar) and an impression of
clean, flawless winemaking, the
palate offers peach-like flavors
at the fore with nectarines, tan-
gerines, and honey lurking in
the background. The acidity is
moderate, while the finish is
lush and long. Pair it with
pork, scallops, ham, or Thai
food, as one might with a
slightly sweet Riesling.
— Dana Malley
Dana Malley is a wine buyer and

the manager of Northside Wine &
Spirits in Ithaca.

“Greatest Producer
in the
Atlantic Northeast”
Wine Report 2008, 2007,
2006 & 2005

“Finger Lakes’ Most
Award-Winning
Winery”
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Look for our
award-winning,
value-priced line
of Salmon Run
Wines
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www.drfrankwines.com

(800) 320-0735

9749 MIDDLE ROAD
HAMMONDSPORT, NEW YORK 14840

SWEDISH HILL WINERY
2008 Winery of the Year”

2008 Governor’s Cup Winner”
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Etail & Retail

1t's all fiere under one roof.

The world’s largest inventory
of Finger Lakes Wine.

Wine & . Spirils
tel: 607.273.7500

tnfffrer: 800.281.1291
Ithaca, New York

www.northsidewine.com
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www.clrwine.com

call: 800 4 NY WINE

800 - 469 - 9463

Come taste our award-winning wines. Enjoy our relaxing atmosphere
and great gift shop!

Open Daily 9am-6pm
4565 Rt. 414, Romulus, NY 14541
www.swedishhill.com

Taste The
Rieslings of
New prk

UNcoRrk
NEw York!

www.newyorkwines.org
888-4¢7-9463
6999 Route 89 Ovid, New York 14521
www.hosmerwinery.com

Tasting - Wine Sales - Gift Shop

{® A wide selection of wines
{® Knowledgeable staff
/® 675 awards...and counting
{® Memorable hospitality
{®CU alumni owned & operated
Tasting and sales:
Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun noon - Spm
607-535-9252
www.lakewoodvineyards.com

romantic scenery!

_ estate-bottled wines!
>~ Plan your visit today!

New York's finest

Southeast Seneca Lake
Route 414 Hector

New York 14841

607-546-2062
CHATEAU LAFAYETTE RENEAU

a unique combination of luxurious accommodations,
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inavineyardsetting. GLENOR A

Experience The Excellence at The Inn at Glenora Wine Cellars.

WINE CELLARS

Ideal for romantic getaways, small weddings, and

business retreats in the beart of Finger Lakes Wine Country.




