Featured Selection

HEART & HANDS 2009 PINOT NOIR

article on Finger Lakes wines,
New York Times wine writer
Eric Asimov concluded with a list of
the region’s best producers. Interest-
ingly, his selections included several
wineries that are less than a decade
old. The newest, Heart & Hands
Wine Company, was founded in
2006 by Tom and Sue Higgins.
Tom, a Finger Lakes native,
worked for Hazlitt 1852 Vine-
yards during his high school
years. His passion for wine
eventually took him to France
and then to California’s Calera
Wine Company, where he
worked for the respected Pinot
Noir specialist Josh Jensen.
During this time, Susan, who
has an MBA from NYU,
drafted a business plan for the
creation of their own winery.
After his stint at Calera, Tom
returned to New York, where land was
more affordable than in California. He
began an exhaustive search to find a prop-
erty that had soil laden with limestone, a
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key variable in the production of quality
Pinot Noir. He finally found what he was
looking for in Union Springs, on the east
side of Cayuga Lake. Building com-
menced early in 2006 and was com-
pleted that same year. Heart & Hands
wines, 90 percent of which are Pinot
Noir, have thus far been produced
from purchased grapes, but in 2010
the owners planted their own 3.5
acre vineyard. They’ll make their
first estate-grown wine from the
2012 vintage.

Meanwhile, they’ve already
made some awfully nice wines. The
Heart & Hands 2009 Pinot Noir
was produced from grapes grown
on Seneca, Cayuga, and Skaneate-
les Lakes. It’s very well balanced
and full of cherry-like fruit—a fine
example of how good Finger Lakes
Pinot Noir can be, even from a dif-

ficult vintage. It can be purchased for
$19.99 at www.heartandhandswine.com.
— Dave Pobl

Dave Pohl, MA °79, is a wine buyer at
Northside Wine & Spirits in Ithaca.
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www.drfrankwines.com
800.320.0735

9749 Middle Road
Hammondsport, NY 14840
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New York’s Most
Award-Winning
Winery

orece 1962

“Four-Star Rating”
Hugh Johnson's Pocket Wine Book 2012

Ekewood '

VINEYARDSHS

*Wines to suit all tastes
«Knowledgeable staff
+750 awards...and counting
*Memorable hospitality
+CU alumni owned & operated

4024 State Route 14
Watkins Glen, NY 14891
877-535-9252
www.lakewoodvineyards.com

Tasting and sales:

Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun noon - 5pm

Etail & Retail |

 It’s all here under one roof.

Over 600 Finger Lakes
wines in stock!
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Wine & Spirils
Phone: 607.273.7500
Toll Free: 800.281.1291
Ithaca, New York,
°
www.northsidewine.com

Cornell Alumni
OWNER: Cameron Hosmer, CALS '76
SALES MANAGER: Virginia Graber, ILR 88

6999 Rt. 89, Ovid, NY 14521
888-HOS-WINE (607) 869-3393
www.hosmerwinery.com

Open Daily for Tasting

Check Website for Hours

a grape you’ve
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specializes in fascinating varietals
and blends that are hard to find
in the Finger Lakes

CHATEAU LAFAYETTE RENEAU

Internationally award-winning wines,
found throughout New York in wine
boutiques and liquor stores. l

Order from us online!

Flecany ina Glassl www.clrwine.com

800 4 NY WINE

Route 414 » Hector, NY » 14841+ 607-546-2062 (800-469-9463)

YOUR GATEWAY TO
WINE COUNTRY

A diverse selection of
artfully crafted wines
made from premium
Finger Lakes grapes

THREE-TIME WINNER OF THE
COVETED GOVERNOR’S CUuP

DRY TO SWEET
&
RED TO WHITE

A portion of our proceeds is donated to
the Humboldt Penguin Exhibit at
Syracuse’s Rosamond Gifford Zoo.

OPEN DAILY 10-5:30

6075 Route 414 Hector, NY 14841
607-546-5115
www.PenguinBayWinery.com



