
The University has launched a decade-long, $150 million ini-
tiative that will ultimately involve all undergrads in communi-
ty outreach projects designed to promote hands-on learning.
Dubbed Engaged Cornell, the effort is supported in part by
a $50 million gift from the Einhorn Family Charitable Trust,
led by David Einhorn ’91 and Cheryl Strauss Einhorn ’91.
“Engaged Cornell will institutionalize public service as a cor-
nerstone of every Cornellian’s educational experience,” says
David Einhorn, “a critical step toward recognizing that until
we have the skills to work together, we won’t be able to ef-
fectively tackle the world’s greatest challenges.”

Described as a new model for higher education, the pro-
gram aims to integrate community engagement into all
phases of learning. As the University said in a statement:
“Through this initiative, students graduating from Cornell
will enter the world as educated global citizens who practice
respect and empathy; seek collaboration, cooperation and
creativity; embrace differences and diversity in all aspects of
their personal, professional and civic lives; and are dedicat-
ed to working together to help solve some of the world’s
most intractable problems.“

Did You Know…

That Cornell Dining has “mystery shoppers”? The program,
designed to ensure quality and recognize excellence, sends
student diners undercover to campus eateries each semester
to anonymously evaluate the customer experience.

Into their gourds: Some thirty paddlers relay-raced on
Beebe Lake in the first-ever Big Red Pumpkin Regatta in
October. The competitors’ vessels: hollowed-out and
blinged-out pumpkins, weighing in at several hundred
pounds, grown at Dilmun Hill Student Farm.
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Rules of 
Engagement
Major initiative will promote hands-on learning

ROBERT BARKER / UP

Gorge Trail Reopens
A cherished Collegetown-to-Downtown commuting route
was finally restored in September, when the Cascadilla
Gorge Trail reopened with a ceremonial hike led by Ithaca
Mayor Svante Myrick ’09 and Cornell Plantations director
Christopher Dunn. The trail had been at least partially
closed since 2008—undergoing years of work (partly funded
by FEMA) to repair damage from ice, a hurricane, and other
depredations of Ithaca weather. The gorge, which is main-
tained by the Plantations, was donated to Cornell in 1909.

CU Sweethearts
A Cornellian couple has
launched a Facebook group
devoted to. . . Cornellian cou-
ples. James Sung-Uk Choi
’00 and his wife, Susan Son
Choi ’05, created “Cornell -
ians Married to Cornellians”
on the social networking
site, with the aim of cele-
brating East Hill’s long tradi-
tion of dating and mating.

Walking the BEAR
Aiming to improve relations
with Collegetown residents,
students joined local offi-
cials, Cornell staff, and Itha-
ca police officers for the
first-ever BEAR Walk in Sep-
tember. The program,
which stands for Being En-
gaged and Responsible,
had groups of volunteers
roaming the neighborhood
to chat with residents and
distribute pamphlets outlin-
ing city and University re-
sources. It’s modeled after
Penn State’s LION (Living in
One Neighborhood) Walk.
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‘You will cry here. That’s OK. Everything is
not perfect, and you are not perfect. ’

— TV weatherman Dave Price ’87, 
speaking to new ILR students during Orientation Weekend

Whither “Big Red”?
In 1905, the football team held a contest to write a football song. The winner was
celebrated humorist Rym Berry 1904 with a ditty called “The Big Red Team.”

GIVE MY REGARDS TO...
THESE CORNELLIANS IN THE NEWS
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54

p
Eric Betzig, PhD ’88, and William Moerner, PhD ’82, winners
of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

Ithaca, named the number-one college town in the nation by
Business Insider.

Jerrold Meinwald, the Goldwin Smith professor of chemistry
emeritus, winner of the National Medal of Science, the 
nation’s highest honor in science and engineering.

The Cornell Now fundraising campaign, which surpassed its
$4.75 billion goal in September.

Longtime Major League Baseball executive Rob Manfred ’80,
named the league’s commissioner in August. 

150th TRIVIA CORNER

Ginsburg Reminisces
in ‘Brooklyn to Bench’
Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg ’54 recalled
her childhood, her student
days, and her storied judicial
career in “From Brooklyn to
the Bench,” an invitation-
only event held at the New
York Historical Society in
September. The talk, styled
as a conversation with Arts
& Sciences Dean Gretchen
Ritter ’83, can be viewed
online via CornellCast 
(cornell.edu/video).

RIP, Rulloff’s
Rulloff’s restaurant and bar,
a Collegetown fixture since
1977, has closed its doors.
Rulloff’s is the latest C-town
stalwart to pass into history,
joining such late, lamented
locales as the Palms, Dino’s,
and Johnny’s Big Red. As
Cornellians long explained
to many a disconcerted visi-
tor, the establishment was
named after an infamous
nineteenth-century murder-
er who was executed by
hanging. His brain—an un-
usually large specimen—is
preserved in Cornell’s col-
lection in Uris Hall.

Gates Dedicates 
CIS Building

Microsoft co-founder and
global philanthropist Bill
Gates came to campus in
early October to dedicate
his namesake building.
Gates Hall, home to com-
puting and information sci-
ences, was funded in part by
a $25 million gift from the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation. Afterwards, Gates
held an hour-long question-
and-answer session in a
packed Bailey Hall, fielding
queries from students on
such topics as innovation,
philanthropy, entrepreneur-
ship, and politics.

▲

BARKER / UP

BARKER / UP

We’re Number 15
Cornell rose one spot over
last year in U.S. News and
World Report’s annual col-
lege rankings, coming in fif-
teenth. It ranked ninth
among national universities
for economic diversity,
down from eighth last year.
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Soaking Up the Rays
Cornell’s “solar farm” went
live in mid-September. The
eleven-acre facility, located
near the Ithaca airport,
boasts 6,778 photovoltaic
panels that will produce
about 2.5 million kilowatt
hours annually.

Suicide Suit Settled
The University has settled a
lawsuit filed by the father of
Bradley Ginsburg ’13, who
committed suicide in 2010
by jumping off a gorge
bridge. Under the terms,
Cornell will offer a scholar-
ship in Ginsburg’s name.
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COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

R + D
More information on campus research is available at

www.news.cornell.edu

By letting single-occupant hybrid cars use carpool
lanes during rush hour, the State of California inadver-
tently increased congestion and created about $4,500
per car in adverse social costs each year, professor An-
tonio Bento reports in the American Economic Journal:
Economic Policy.

Researchers at Cornell and MIT have teamed up to
give photographers a boost: they’re developing intelli-
gent, hovering drones that can be used to light photo
shoots.

With a five-year, $4.7 million grant from the National
Science Foundation, campus researchers are exploring
the genetics of tomatoes, both for the crop’s own culti-
vation and as a model for understanding the biology of
fleshy fruits.

A mathematical analysis has demonstrated the benefits
of sharing taxis with strangers, reports professor Steve
Strogatz. He and colleagues found that if a sharing sys-
tem were put in place—and riders were willing—the to-
tal number of cab rides in New York could drop by 40
percent, with minimal delays in arrival times.

‘Learning is not the reward of idleness. 
I never knew a person to draw a prize in the
lottery of Knowledge who purchased his 
ticket of Sloth.’

– Ezra Cornell

▲ Truck o’ noodles: 
Students, faculty, and staff
have another lunch option:
Franny’s food truck is open
for business behind 
Milstein Hall. It features a
pan-Asian menu including
banh mi sandwiches, rice
and noodle bowls, salads,
and dosas.

‘E-3’ Update
E-3—the young red-tailed hawk who was hurt in June when
his right wing was caught in the automatic vent of a campus
greenhouse—continues to improve. Although his injury
means he can’t return to the wild, his keepers report that
he’s adjusting well to life at the Cornell Raptor Program.
He’ll remain there as an education bird, and is expected to
make his public debut this fall. A photo essay featuring E-3
and his parents, Big Red and Ezra, appeared in the Septem-
ber/October issue of CAM.
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Intercontinental
MMH-MBA
The Hotel school has
teamed up with the China
Europe International Busi-
ness School in Shanghai to
offer a dual Master of Man-
agement in Hospitality and
MBA program. Its first stu-
dents, who will spend a year
on each campus, matriculate
in fall 2015. 
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Rock of ages: MFA student Jenn Houle
staged an art installation, entitled Featherlight
(Foul Falls), in the Ithaca Falls gorge in late
September. Comprising colored lights and
shadow puppets—five bald eagles made from
recycled plastic bags—the work was meant to
“morph the stone walls of the gorge into a
modern-day cave painting,” Houle says.

TEST YOUR 
CU IQ
Which campus building’s 
namesake founded 
Dragon Day?

A) Goldwin Smith
B) Willard Straight 1901
C) Martha Van Rensselaer
D) Frank Gannett 1898

▲

▲
Meal on wheels: 

Artist Vincent J. F. Huang
displayed his sculpture 
Polar Bear Hamburger on
campus in early Septem-
ber, parading it on a
horse-drawn carriage.
Huang’s work is featured
in the Johnson Museum’s
exhibition “Jie (Bound-
aries): Contemporary Art
from Taiwan,” which runs
through the end of the 
semester.

In the Line of Fire
Two local teenagers face
misdemeanor charges after
a series of paintball attacks
on and around campus. The
youths are accused of firing
paintballs at pedestrians
from a moving car. The inci-
dents prompted the Univer-
sity to issue two separate
crime alerts.

ANSWER: B

KARI O'MARA/JOHNSON MUSEUM OF ART
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