
Skorton Presides Over 
His Final Commencement
On Memorial Day weekend, outgoing President David Skorton gave the traditional address
at the University’s 147th Commencement, his last before departing to become head of the
Smithsonian Institution. Some 6,000 students received their degrees on a gorgeous Sunday
at Schoellkopf Field. “I hope you leave with a renewed commitment to direct your talents 
toward the world’s deep needs,” he told the graduates, “and a generosity of spirit that will
guide your activities and your interactions with others wherever in the world you go next.”
The previous day, former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, MRP ’97—who left Congress after suffering
a head wound in a 2011 assassination attempt—gave the Senior Convocation address with
her husband, retired astronaut Mark Kelly. “Gabby and I hope and pray that your lives after
Cornell will be free of tragedy,” said Kelly, who delivered most of the speech. “But know this:
the road ahead will bring you some unpredictable moments. And at times it will challenge
you beyond what you ever imagined. So prepare yourself for tough times the best you can.
And in those tough moments, I want you to think about my wife, Gabby.”
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FROM THE HILL

CU Trio to Work on Europa Mission
Three Big Red researchers are among the scientists
tapped for a project to probe one of Jupiter’s moons.
NASA selected professors Jonathan Lunine and Alex
Hayes ’03, MEng ’04, and research associate Marco 
Mastrogiuseppe to develop three of the nine instruments
that will travel aboard
a spacecraft to 
Europa on a mission
scheduled for the
2020s. The devices
will capture high-
resolution images of
the moon’s icy surface,
helping to determine
whether it could 
sustain conditions
suitable for life. 

‘Creative Thinker’ Named
Campus Life VP
The vice president for student 
affairs at Ohio University has been
named Cornell’s next VP for 
student and campus life. President
Elizabeth Garrett calls Ryan 
Lombardi “a creative thinker and
educational innovator with a 
genuine regard and respect for
students, and a track record of
collaborations between student
and campus life activities and 
faculty.” Lombardi is an undergrad

alumnus of West Chester University; he holds a master’s from
the University of Kansas and a doctorate from North Carolina
State University, both in higher education administration. He
assumes his new post on August 1.
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Pomp and circumstance:
The weekend’s festivities 
included the final 
graduation speech by
David Skorton and a
Convocation address 
by Gabrielle Giffords, 
MRP ’97 (above).

New Cornell Songs
Album for Sale
The Glee Club and 
University Chorus have 
released a joint CD of 
traditional Cornell songs,
featuring such classic tunes
as “Give My Regards to
Davy” and the Alma
Mater. The project, 
underwritten by a $20,000
gift from the Class of
1957, is the first collection
of Cornell songs to feature
the Chorus, the Glee Club’s
all-female counterpart. 

By Jupiter: Europa
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DOE Investigates Handling of Assault Cases
The University is among 116 schools under investigation
by the Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights for
possible violations of Title IX—the provision that prohibits
gender-based discrimination—in its handling of sexual 
assault cases. The DOE launched the inquiry on May 26;
its specifics have not been made public. “Cornell University
does not comment on pending legal matters and, as such,
will not comment publicly on this complaint,” Vice President
for University Relations Joel Malina said in a statement
published in the Daily Sun, “other than to say that we are
familiar with it, we believe it to be entirely without merit,
and that we will fully cooperate with the Department of
Education’s inquiry.” 

GIVE MY REGARDS TO...
THESE CORNELLIANS IN THE NEWS
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Sam Gold ’00, who won a Tony Award for Best Direction 
of a Musical for Fun Home.
Gregory Fenves ’79, named president of the University 
of Texas, Austin.
Jonathan Poe ’82 and Stephanie Keene Fox ’89, elected
by alumni to four-year terms on the Board of Trustees. 
Undergraduate student-elected trustee Yamini Bhandari ’17
won a two-year term.
Susan Murphy ’73, PhD ’94, who stepped down on June
30 after more than thirty years as a Cornell administrator,
fêted in the City of Ithaca when Mayor Svante Myrick ’09
declared May 18 to be “Susan Murphy Day.”

Maplewood Apartments to Close in 2016
Maplewood Park Apartments, a University-run complex 
for graduate and professional students located near East
Hill Plaza, will close at the end of the 2015-16 academic
year. The more than twenty-five-year-old structures have
“just about reached the end of their useful life,” says 
KyuJung Whang, vice president for infrastructure, properties,
and planning. The University has not announced specific
plans for the site, including when or whether it will 
replace Maplewood’s 394 furnished units with other 
Cornell-owned housing.

Slated for demolition: Maplewood Park Apartments

Gannett Expansion Under Way
In May, the University broke ground on its $55 million 
expansion and renovation of Gannett Health Services. 
Slated for completion in fall 2017, the project will more than
double the building’s usable space. The new Gannett will
feature a larger pharmacy, additional exam rooms, private
clinician offices, and more. Two of its facilities will honor
prominent former administrators: the Skorton Center, named
for former President David Skorton, will be home to multi-
disciplinary research and programs to support physical and
mental health across campus; and the remodeled clinic will
be dubbed the Susan H. Murphy Administration and Health
Promotion Floor in honor of the former vice president for
student and academic services. The project was prompted
by increased demand for medical and psychological services
by a growing student body: enrollment has risen 30 percent
since the clinic last expanded in the Eighties.

caption

‘A liberal arts education is very
helpful because it gives you
something interesting to say.’

— Movie editor Tim Squyres ’81, BA ’83, 
at a Charter Day Weekend panel on filmmaking

Medical center: A rendering of the 
expanded Gannett Health Services facility
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Texting while undergoing minor surgery can 
reduce the need for pain-relieving drugs, reports
communication professor Jeff Hancock. Surprisingly,
he and his team found that texting a stranger is
more effective than texting a friend or relative.

The NSF has awarded Cornell researchers a $5.5 
million grant to support their efforts to alter rice
DNA, with the aim of yielding more bountiful crops
as global population grows. 

Demographer Matthew Hall reveals that the home
foreclosure crisis of the late 2000s spurred one of
the largest migrations in U.S. history and “partly
derailed progress in achieving racial integration in
American cities.” As whites fled neighborhoods with
high foreclosure rates, minority residents often 
entered them out of necessity as they sought 
affordable housing.

Ever wonder why tomato juice tastes so good at
25,000 feet? Cornell food scientists explain that 
because our sense of taste is affected by the complex
interaction of our other senses, the noisy environment
of an airplane cabin enhances savory flavors while 
inhibiting sweet ones. 
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R + D
More information on campus research is available at

www.news.cornell.edu

‘Isaac is willing, when 
appropriate, to be tenacious
and cantankerous, and to
speak truth to power.’

— Professor Glenn Altschuler, PhD ’76, 
on colleague Isaac Kramnick, who retired in June 

after teaching on the Hill for forty-three years

Structural issues: The addition to
the Johnson Museum of Art

App Helps Reduce Food Waste

Lawsuit Alleges Museum Addition Faults
Construction and design problems bedevil the 
addition to the Johnson Museum, the University has
claimed in a lawsuit against its architect and builder.
The suit, alleging negligence and malpractice, names
Pei Cobb Freed & Partners Architects LLP—the firm
founded by superstar architect I. M. Pei, now retired—
and an Upstate contractor. It claims that the building
suffers from a leaky roof, ceiling cracks, and condensation-
prone windows, among other problems. According to
the complaint, “Cornell has suffered numerous 
problems with the museum addition which have 
compromised its ability to bring outside exhibits to
the Johnson Art Museum, maintain the extensive and
exceptionally valuable collection of the museum, and
attract both visitors and donors to the institution.” The
original building, designed by Pei, opened in 1973;
the addition was completed in 2012.

ILR Gift Funds 
Disability Institute
The School of Industrial and
Labor Relations has received
the largest gift in its history:
$10 million from Lisa Yang
’74. The funds will support
the school’s Employment
and Disability Institute, which
will be renamed in her honor.
“By marginalizing a major
part of the population 
because of this ‘label’ called
disability, companies short-
change themselves,” says
Yang, a retired investment
banker and the mother of
two children with autism. 

‘Pale Blue Dots’ Group Named for Sagan
In May, the Cornell-based Institute for Pale Blue Dots 
announced that it had renamed itself in honor of the late
Carl Sagan. Founded in 2014, the group—now known as
the Carl Sagan Institute: Pale Blue Dot and Beyond—is a
multidisciplinary research effort that focuses on the search
for extraterrestrial life. Sagan, the famed astronomer and
host of PBS’s “Cosmos” who taught on the Hill until his
death in 1996, coined the phrase that Earth is a “pale
blue dot” amid a vast universe.  

Faculty Symposium Addresses Sexual Assault
Last spring, the University hosted a symposium that organizer
Lynette Chappell-Williams calls the first of its kind on a U.S.
campus. Entitled “Sexual Assault in Higher Education: The
Role of Faculty as Researchers, Teachers, Policymakers, and
Advocates,” the day-long event brought three dozen 
professors from Cornell, MIT, Williams College, and other
schools to the ILR Conference Center. They discussed such 
issues as due process, prevention efforts, academic 
research on sexual assault, and ways that faculty in various
disciplines can address the topic in the classroom. “If 
faculty start giving voice to this issue,” says Chappell-
Williams, associate vice president for inclusion and 
workforce diversity, “I think more people will start 
paying attention.”

A new smartphone app 
developed at Cornell is 
designed to help users get
the most out of their 
groceries. Created with the
FDA, FoodKeeper comprises
a database of more than
500 items. It’s available free
through the Android and
Apple app stores.
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That Kroch Library has the original receiver for Samuel
Morse’s first telegraph message   —and it still works?

Five C-Town Buildings Demolished
The building that once housed the Royal Palm Tavern—a
popular Cornellian watering hole for seven decades until
its closure in 2012—has been demolished, along with
four others in Collegetown owned by the same developer. John
Novarr ’77 has not yet revealed his plans for the properties,
all located near the intersection of Dryden Road and 
Linden Avenue. Novarr also developed the Collegetown
Terrace apartment complex, a recent addition to the
grad student housing scene that necessitated the 
demolition of multiple structures when it was built 
on East State Street. Did You Know…
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Watering hole: The site of the Royal Palm 
Tavern (below) is now a vacant lot (left).

The device, which received
the words “What hath
God wrought,” sent from
Washington, D.C., to 
Baltimore in 1844, was
demonstrated during 
Reunion Weekend.

Bloomberg Gives $100 Million to Tech Campus
Former New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
philanthropic foundation will donate $100 million to support
the first phase of construction at the Cornell Tech campus
on Roosevelt Island. The gift will endow an eco-friendly 
academic building, dubbed the Bloomberg Center,   in honor
of his two daughters. As mayor, Bloomberg oversaw the
competition through which Cornell was selected to build 
a graduate campus on land provided by the city. 

Big Red Birthday Bash: More
than 4,000 people attended
Cornell’s Sesquicentennial
party in Barton Hall, which
kicked off Charter Day
Weekend last spring. 
The four-day celebration 
culminated in a ceremony on
April 27, marking the 150th
anniversary of the day that
New York’s governor signed
the University’s founding
document.

Earle Named University Archivist
As of July 1, Evan Earle ’02, MS ’14, is the new University
archivist. Earle, the fifth archivist in Cornell’s history, 
succeeds Elaine Engst, MA ’72, who served in the post
for two decades and was a fixture in the University Library
for thirty-six years. Earle, who has worked in Rare and
Manuscript Collections for ten years, is a member of 
a large Cornellian family that includes his father—Brian
Earle ’67, BS ’68, MPS ’71, a senior lecturer emeritus of
communication—and brother, Corey Earle ’07, an Alumni
Affairs staffer and unofficial historian of Cornell lore.
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DIVISION OF RARE AND MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS / KROCH LIBRARY
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