
An algorithm that mined English-language Wikipedia
pages put Cornell at Number 12 on the global list 

of universities that have the most . . .

Wisdom of Crowds

Dogged Effort Leads
to Test-Tube Puppies
The news that researchers had successfully bred puppies
using in vitro fertilization made headlines around the globe
in mid-December. (As the London, Ontario, Free Press
reported: “First ever test-tube dogs give ‘puppy love’ 
a new meaning.”) News stories described how Vet college 
scientists and colleagues from the Smithsonian had solved 
a problem that had bedeviled reproductive biologists for
decades: how to perform in vitro in canines, whose 
reproductive system is in some ways more complex than
that of humans. Years of research resulted in the transfer 
of nineteen embryos into a surrogate, who gave birth to
seven puppies. The work could help conservationists 
protect endangered species, and lead to methods of 
preventing inherited diseases in domestic dogs.
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'The findings suggest 
that men tend to overeat 
to show off. Instead of a
feat of strength, it’s a feat
of eating.’

— Kevin Kniffin, visiting professor in the Dyson
School, on male behavior in the company of

women at an all-you-can-eat Italian buffet

a) Name recognition
b) Scholarly stature
c) Influence

ANSWER: C

AL
L 

PH
O

TO
S 

PR
O

VI
D

ED

Meet the President
President Elizabeth Garrett has
launched a tour that is taking her to
cities across the U.S. and abroad for
meet-and-greet events with
Cornellians. Running through June, it
includes upcoming visits to
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Boston, Dallas, and Chicago;
international cities include Mumbai,
India, and Beijing, China. Dates and
registration information are available
at alumni.cornell.edu.

Trustees to Vote on 
New Business College 
The University aims to unite its business-oriented schools under a new 
college. In mid-December, Provost Michael Kotlikoff announced the creation
of a College of Business, which he described as “a top ten business school
in terms of scale and impact, with 145 research faculty and nearly 2,900 
undergraduate, professional, and graduate students.” The college, which
will go up for approval at the January meeting of the Board of Trustees, will
comprise the Johnson School, the School of Hotel Administration, and the
Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management. “Each school will
maintain its unique identity and mission,” Kotlikoff said, “while its already
strong stature, scope, and impact will be markedly enhanced by its 
combination with faculty, curricular offerings, and programs in a cohesive
College of Business.” 

He noted that the Dyson School will remain within CALS but also join the
new college, and that its students who are New York State residents will still
be eligible for statutory tuition rates. Soumitra Dutta, currently dean of the
Johnson School, will become dean of the college, which launches next fall.
Said Kotlikoff: “The need for integration among Cornell’s business schools
has long been recognized as an imperative by various Cornell constituencies,
who believe as I do that a unified college will advance Cornell’s mission 
to apply knowledge for public purpose and educate the next generation 
of leaders and creators to benefit society and solve some of the world’s 
major challenges.”

F R O M  T H E  H I L L
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GIVE MY REGARDS TO...
THESE CORNELLIANS IN THE NEWS

Malcolm Bilson, professor 
emeritus of music, who received
the Order of the Hungarian Gold
Cross “in recognition of his
decades-long fervid contributions
to Hungarian early music life.”

The Chai Notes, Cornell’s Jewish
a capella group, who performed
for the President, First Lady, and
other dignitaries (including
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54) at the
White House’s Hanukkah party in December. 

Benjamin Van Doren ’16, a double
major in biological sciences and
biometry and statistics in CALS,
winner of a Marshall Scholarship. 
It will fund two years of study at
Oxford, where he’ll focus on 
bird migration.

Fred Van Sickle, a veteran fundraising officer at Princeton
and Columbia, named Cornell’s new vice president for
alumni affairs and development. 

Queen Honors Cornellian Engineer 
Biomedical researcher and entrepreneur Robert Langer
’70 has received one of his field’s highest honors: the
Queen Elizabeth Prize in Engineering. A pioneer in tissue
engineering, Langer has received such accolades as the
Kyoto Prize and the $3 million Breakthrough Prize in Life
Sciences. The queen presented Langer with the prize,
which carries an award of one million pounds, in the
throne room of Buckingham Palace.

Website Captures Campus ‘Soundscape’
Students  have created an online “soundscape” of campus
and its environs. Dubbed the Cornell Sound Map, it offers
recordings from nature, campus buildings, and more. It can
be found at cornellsoundmap.wordpress.com.

CU to Open Office in Shanghai
The University will open its first international office in
2016, President Garrett announced in her State of the
University address last fall. Part of the Global Cornell 
initiative, the office will be located in Shanghai, China.

Gone Underground: Kroch 
Library—already home to
archives on hip-hop and
punk—now boasts a trove 
on the Velvet Underground. 
It received twenty-five boxes 
of material on the Sixties- and
Seventies-era rock band, led 
by Lou Reed.

Good fur the planet: Touchdown got to “test drive” a Tesla in
November, when both he and the high-end electric car were
on hand for a celebration marking the certification of the 
Human Ecology Building’s parking facility as a “green
garage”—the first one so honored at a university in the U.S.

Pages and plumage:
The Lab of Ornithology
has marked its 
centennial with a 
coffee-table book 
featuring 250 images
of more than 100
North American
species—from spoon-
billed sandpipers to
great horned owls. 
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Cornellians Mourn Austin ‘Kip’ Kiplinger ’39
The University lost one of its most celebrated alumni, and
staunchest supporters, with the passing of Austin “Kip”
Kiplinger ’39 on November 20. He was ninety-seven.
Chairman emeritus of the Board of Trustees, Kiplinger held
the longest-ever term of service on the board: fifty-five
years. His many other contributions to Cornell life include
the chairmanship of the search committee that selected
Frank H.T. Rhodes as the University’s ninth president. 

A prominent figure in the field of journalism, Kiplinger
was the longtime head of the publishing company founded
by his father, and served as editor emeritus of the Kiplinger
Washington Editors. He was a past recipient of the Rhodes
Exemplary Alumni Service Award and one of the oldest
members of the Glee Club, performing with the group as 
recently as 2014, at his 75th Reunion. His many Cornellian
relatives include sons Knight Kiplinger ’69 and Todd
Kiplinger ’68 (who died in 2008) and grandchildren Brigham
Kiplinger ’03 and Daphne Kiplinger ’07, BS ’08. 

That Cornell recently conferred
a PhD on a ninety-year-old? 

Did You Know…

Benjamin Franco Suarez, MA ’71,
was studying sociology in 1972
when he left Cornell for financial
reasons. Last fall, after submitting
his thesis on the fertility behavior
of Bolivian women, he received
his doctorate.

Mechanical 
engineers have
created a “lab
on a chip,” called
NutriPhone, that
attaches to a
smartphone to
analyze blood
samples.

Based on a study of firefighters, researchers
including marketing professor Brian Wansink
report that colleagues who eat meals together
have better job performance.

In a paper published in
Physical Review Letters,
physics professor Itai
Cohen and colleagues
explain the forces behind
“oobleck,” the solution of
corn starch and water that
has fascinated many an
elementary schooler.
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R + D
More information on campus research is available

at www.news.cornell.edu

Student Grocery Set for Anabel Taylor
Having received formal approval from President Garrett, 
a student-run grocery store will open in Anabel Taylor Hall
in February. The project, its organizers say, is intended to
“address the twin facts that Cornell has a high population
of food insecure students and nowhere on campus to buy
inexpensive fresh produce and cooking staples.” Dubbed
Anabel’s Grocery, it will offer such items as pasta, rice,
beans, fresh fruits and vegetables, frozen meats, peanut
butter, and bulk spices. AL

L 
PH

O
TO

S 
PR

O
VI

D
ED

Boyfriend Sentenced 
in Murder of Senior
The former boyfriend of Shannon
Jones ’15, who was a twenty-
three-year-old engineering major
when she was strangled in her
Cayuga Heights apartment on

Thanksgiving Day 2014, has been sentenced to twenty-
two years to life for her murder. After a four-day trial 
last October, a Tompkins County jury convicted local
resident Benjamin Cayea, thirty-three, of second-degree
murder; his lawyer has indicated he will appeal. Cayea—
who allegedly confessed to the crime but later 
recanted—never denied that he had killed Jones, 
but disputed the circumstances of her death.

Save the rhinos: Vet 
professor Robin Radcliffe
has penned a children’s
book to raise awareness
about vanishing rhinoceros
species in Indonesia, where
they’ve fallen prey to 
deforestation. To combat
poaching, the book will
also be distributed in Asia,
where rhino horn is prized
for its perceived medicinal
properties.
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