
Neurobiology and behavior graduate student Michael
Smith’s research earned him a 2015 Ig Nobel prize, which

honors humorous scientific achievements. Did he . . .

Anything for Science

Nano ‘Dots’ Spur 
New Cancer Center
The University is teaming up with Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center to open a Center of Cancer Nanotechnology
Excellence. Funded in part with an $8.2 million grant from
the National Cancer Institute, the venture—which will have
one facility in Duffield Hall and another at Sloan Kettering in
New York City—will bring together scientists, engineers,
biologists, and physicians to develop new cancer therapies
based on nanotechnology. It will focus on melanoma and
malignant brain cancers, basing its work on so-called
“Cornell Dots”—nanoparticles, developed on campus, now
in human trials for diagnostics and drug delivery. “You can’t
do this alone,” says materials science professor Uli Wiesner,
inventor of the dots. “The medical community doesn’t 
have enough know-how of nanomaterials, and we, the 
scientists and engineers, don’t have enough experience in
the medical area.”
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‘A university is about the
fullest and freest expression
of ideas and arguments.
There isn’t any idea that
ought not to be tested and
questioned.’

— President Elizabeth Garrett, in an interview
with New York City media in October

F R O M  T H E  H I L L

a) Hang upside down for four days straight?
b) Spend a semester living among cows in

the Cornell herd?
c) Let himself get stung by honeybees 

200 times?

ANSWER: C

PH
O

TO
S

: 
W

IE
S

N
ER

 L
AB

, 
D

EP
T.

 O
F 

N
EU

R
O

B
IO

LO
G

Y 
AN

D
 B

EH
AV

IO
R

, 
M

AT
T 

H
AY

ES
, 

LI
S

A 
B

AN
LA

K
I F

R
AN

K
, 

C
AN

AD
A 

PO
S

T,
 M

AC
AR

TH
U

R
 F

O
U

N
D

AT
IO

N
, 

M
O

N
D

EL
EZ

, 
FO

O
D

 N
ET

W
O

R
K

How now: GiGi Ventura ’16 takes a selfie with Rosie the cow on Ag Day,
which brought a barnyard’s worth of livestock to the Ag Quad in September.

$7 Million for Food Research
at Geneva Ag Station 
The Geneva Ag Station’s food and
beverage research facility will get an
additional $3.6 million in state funding,
bringing its total support to $7 
million, Governor Andrew Cuomo
said in October. The increase in 
funding for the Cornell Food Venture
Center, which Cuomo announced at
the third annual Beer, Wine, Spirits 
& Cider Summit in Albany, is part of
an initiative to grow the state’s craft 
beverage industry. Says Ag Dean
Kathryn Boor: “The state’s investment
will keep Cornell at the cutting edge
of providing ‘knowledge with 
public purpose’ to farmers, food 
manufacturers, and entrepreneurs
throughout New York and beyond.”
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GIVE MY REGARDS TO...
THESE CORNELLIANS IN THE NEWS

November | December 2015        7

Irene Rosenfeld ’75, PhD ’80 (right),
chairman and CEO of Mondelez 
(formerly Kraft), and Sandra Peterson
’80, group worldwide chairman for
Johnson & Johnson, named to
Fortune’s list of the business world’s
most powerful women. Rosenfeld was
number 9, Peterson 28.

Steve Moses ’15, winner of the
$500,000 grand prize on CBS’s “Big Brother” reality show.
Moses, a former member of the Big Red Band, spent two
years on the Hill before transferring to SUNY Fredonia.

Hotelie and amateur chef 
Max Aronson ’19 (left), who took
home $10,000 for winning the
“Teen Redeem” competition on
the Food Network’s “Chopped”
in September.

Charles “Chuck” Feeney ’56,
Irwin Jacobs ’54, and Joan Klein
Jacobs ’54, among eight 
recipients of the 2015 Andrew
Carnegie Medal of Philanthropy. 

Professor Peter Lepage, winner of the Sakurai Prize for
Theoretical Particle Physics from the American Physical
Society. The award, for outstanding achievement in 
particle theory, is named for J.J. Sakurai, PhD ’58.

Alum, Prof Named MacArthur ‘Geniuses’
Two Cornellians are among this year’s crop of MacArthur
Foundation Fellows. The twenty-four winners of the annual
awards, commonly known as “genius grants,” will each
receive $625,000 in unrestricted funding over five years.
They include Professor William Dichtel (above left), a
chemist who, according to the foundation, is “developing
new ways to make nanostructured materials with potential
uses in energy storage, solar power, biosensors, and other
technologies.” The other Cornellian fellow is Christopher
Ré ’02, MEng ’03, a Stanford University computer scientist
“making big data more widely accessible and useful in
groundbreaking data applications.”

Fuel for Big Red Athletes
Varsity athletes needing a boost before and after workouts
can grab some much-needed calories, plus expert nutrition
advice, at the Big Red Fueling Station that opened in
Bartels Hall this semester. The subject of a current Cornell
crowdfunding campaign—with a goal of $25,000, it runs
through November 7—the station offers healthful snacks at
no cost, including a trio of University-sourced items: apples
from Cornell Orchards; Trilli-Yum trail mix produced by
Cornell Dining; and Big Red Refuel, a chocolate-milk-
based sports drink made at the Dairy Plant.

Postage paid: Hockey great Ken Dryden ’69 is among six
legendary NHL goalies celebrated on a new stamp series in
his native Canada. “They wore their hearts on their sleeves
while they played,” the head of Canada Post said when
they were unveiled, “and captured ours in the process.” 

Medical College Renamed
The Cornell med school—which officially became Weill
Cornell Medical College in 1998 in recognition of a $100
million gift from longtime University benefactors Joan
and Sanford Weill ’55—has changed its name again. In
early October it announced it was rebranding itself as
Weill Cornell Medicine. “Weill Cornell Medicine has a
distinguished legacy of putting patients first, providing
them with the finest care, and offering the best possible
outcomes to ensure that they live healthier lives,”
explains Dean Laurie Glimcher. “Our name now fully
encapsulates the strength and totality of our mission—
keeping the patient at the center of everything we do.”

‘Cornell student-athletes are actually more
vulnerable to neglecting their nutritional
needs because they are taking on so
much academically.’

— Clint Wattenberg ’02, BS ’03, 
Big Red sports dietitian 
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That the oldest living graduate 
of West Point is a Cornellian?

Did You Know…

Retired U.S. Army Lt. Gen.
William Ely, MS ’36, will turn
104 in late December. He
recently self-published his
autobiography (right).

A conference on food security drew more than
650 participants from sixty-one countries to 
campus in October. Co-sponsored by Columbia,
it focused on identifying innovative, research-
based methods to feed a global population set
to surpass 9 billion by 2050.

Campus researchers have developed
a new lightweight, stretchable material
that has the potential to be made into
prosthetic body parts and artificial
organs. Dubbed “elastomer foam”
(left), it starts as a liquid that can be
poured into a mold to create shapes,
with pathways for fluids.

The algae blooms that have harmed industry
and tourism nationwide are the subject of a
research effort by Cornell microbiologists and 
bioengineers. They’ve been designing devices to
sample and analyze these “brown tides” with the
aim of preventing their explosive growth.

After analyzing more than
seven years of images that
NASA’s Cassini spacecraft
has taken of the Saturn
moon Enceladus, Big Red
planetary scientists have
announced that it has a
global ocean hidden under
a thick crust of ice (left).
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R + D
More information on campus research is available

at www.news.cornell.edu

Engineers Blow Out 150 Candles
The Engineering college marked its own Sesquicentennial in
late October with a campus celebration featuring prominent
alumni and former and current faculty and administrators.
Events included a panel discussion on the field’s future,
research presentations, lab tours, a lunch with President
Garrett, an homage to former deans, the unveiling of a 
student-made time capsule, and a rundown of “150
Innovations Made Possible by Breaking the Rules.” PH
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Money man: Robert
Smith ’85 garnered
the cover spot of
Forbes’s 2015 issue
ranking the 400 
richest Americans.
Listed at number
268, the former
chemical engineering
major is founder,
chairman, and CEO
of Vista Equity 
Partners, a private
equity firm that the
magazine credits
with $15.9 billion
in client assets. 

‘It’s a chocolate lover’s
dream, really.’

— Deanna Simons, quality manager at the 
Cornell Dairy, on the official inauguration 

ice cream, ‘24 Garrett Swirl,’ a medley 
of chocolate, caramel, and mocha

CU is Fifteenth in U.S. News Poll
The latest U.S. News & World Report ranking of the nation’s
best universities put Cornell at number fifteen. 
Its other ratings include:

• The College of Engineering ranked ninth.

• CALS’s Dyson School rated tenth among undergrad 
business programs.

• Engineering specialties ranked in the top ten included
engineering physics (fifth); biological/agricultural (eighth);
materials (eighth); mechanical (eighth); and civil (ninth).

• In the new category of “most innovative schools,”
Cornell was twelfth. 

• In economic diversity, Cornell rose one spot, to eighth.

• The University ranked seventeenth on the “great schools,
great prices” list.

 
  

      

Taste treat: President Garrett samples her custom flavor.
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