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From the Hill

HAVE A SEAT: The 2016 Cornell Council for the Arts Biennial includes Urchin, a sculpture built from 500 borrowed plastic chairs. 
On display on the Arts Quad until December, it was created by the design firm of architecture professor Caroline O’Donnell and 
her student assistants. “No chairs were harmed in the production of Urchin, and they will be returned to circulation afterwards,” 
the firm’s website notes.  “Urchin plays with the question of usefulness and uselessness by the manipulation of the simple chair, and 
consequently our perception of the chair and the connection between our bodies, the chair’s components, and their orientations.”

‘ At Cornell, we don’t simply want new faculty to fit 
in with what we are already doing. We want them 
to expand our horizons, blaze new trails, create 
new knowledge, and share all of what they have to 
offer with all of us.’

— Provost Michael Kotlikoff,  
on the University’s efforts to recruit diverse faculty

PhD Alumnus Wins Physics Nobel 
A doctoral alumnus of Cornell is among 

the three winners of the 2016 Nobel Prize 

in Physics. David Thouless, PhD ’58 (left), 

received half of the award of about $930,000; 

the other half was shared by two other 

researchers. A professor at the University 

of Washington, the British-born Thouless 

was honored for what the Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences termed “theoretical dis-

coveries of topological phase transitions and 

topological phases of matter.” One of the oth-

er winners—J. Michael Kosterlitz, a professor 

at Brown—was a Cornell postdoc in 1973–74.
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New Dean of Students  
Hails from Cal State
An associate vice president for student affairs 

at California State University, Fullerton, has 

been named Cornell’s new dean of students. 

Vijay Pendakur (above) will assume the job 

on January 3, 2017. He succeeds Kent Hubbell 

’69, who stepped down in June after fifteen 

years. According to Ryan Lombardi, vice pres-

ident for student and campus life, Pendakur 

“brings an incredible depth of knowledge 

around diversity, inclusion, and social justice 

work,” among other assets.
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‘Earth Source Heat’ Studied for the Hill
The University has announced that it will pursue the possibility of using geother-

mal heating to warm the Ithaca campus. If all goes well with a test facility to be 

built within the next five years, Cornell could ultimately reduce its annual car-

bon footprint by some 82,000 metric tons by tapping into heat naturally occurring 

more than two miles below the Earth’s surface. The so-called “Earth Source Heat” 

project would complement the existing Lake Source Cooling system, which air 

conditions campus using water drawn from deep within Cayuga Lake.

IC Student Killed on Campus
A large fight on Ho Plaza following an event in Willard 

Straight Hall led to the stabbing death of an Ithaca 

College student. Anthony Nazaire (left), a nineteen-

year-old sophomore from Brooklyn, died in the early 

morning hours of Sunday, August 28. Another IC stu-

dent was injured in the same incident but survived. No 

suspects have yet been identified in the crime, the first 

murder in the City of Ithaca in five years.

CU Endowment Logs  
Negative Return
During the fiscal year that ended in June, 

Cornell’s $6.1 billion endowment generated 

a negative investment return of -3.3 percent. 

It was the worst endowment performance in 

the Ivies, during a down year: only Yale and 

Princeton marked positive returns.

Plantations to Become  
‘Botanic Gardens’
The Cornell Plantations is in the pro-

cess of being rebranded as Cornell 

Botanic Gardens. The change springs 

from concern that “plantations” not 

only fails to describe the facility’s nat-

ural areas, but may carry a negative 

connotation due to its associations 

with slavery. “If you have a name and 

logo that you then need to define in 

print, it’s a lost opportunity to do some-

thing better,” says director Christopher 

Dunn. “The name Plantations requires 

constant explanation, and just doesn’t 

fit a botanic garden and the scale of 

the work we do.”

Did You Know . . . 

That the items on display  
at the Smithsonian’s new  
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture 
in Washington, DC, include  
a Cornell banner? 
Owned by Frank Thompson ’24, the banner 
was donated to the museum by his daughters. 
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Simeon’s  
Reopens  
After Crash
Ithaca’s iconic Simeon’s 

restaurant reopened in 

late August, two years 

after it was heavily dam-

aged in a deadly truck 

crash. The popular res-

taurant, a fixture at the 

east end of the Commons 

for decades, had been 

closed since a tractor-

trailer lost its brakes on 

the East State Street hill 

and slammed into the 

building, killing a young 

woman working at the bar.

C-Town Welcomes Grocery Store
For the first time in recent memory, Collegetown has a bona fide 

grocery store. An outpost of GreenStar Cooperative Market, the 

College Avenue location features fresh produce, prepared meals, 

and more. The venerable Ithaca co-op also has a main store on 

West Buffalo Street and a smaller shop in the Dewitt Mall.

Late-Night Shuttle Launched
Cornell students now have access to a free, late-night bus on 

the weekends. The Big Red Shuttle will run from midnight 

to 3 a.m. every Friday and Saturday night during the school 

year. The shuttle, which will have eight stops along its twenty- 

minute route, expands on a service previously offered during exam 

periods to provide rides home for students studying late at night.

Pre-frosh Group Aids Hurt Hiker
A pre-orientation hiking trip took a dramatic turn in August, 

when a group of freshmen, a transfer student, and their under-

grad leaders rescued a hiker who had broken his ankle in a 

Vermont forest. After treating the man for hypothermia and call-

ing for help, the group carried the hiker four miles down the 

mountain; he credited them with saving his life. 

CU and WCM Offer MBA-MS Degree
Applications are being accepted for a new dual degree in busi-

ness and healthcare leadership, to be offered by the Johnson 

School and the Medical college starting in fall 2017. The two-year 

program, whose coursework will mostly be conducted in New 

York City, is expected to educate leaders of academic medical 

centers, community hospitals, group practices, health insurers, 

consultants, and pharmaceutical professionals, among others. 

Cornell Rates Ninth in WSJ Poll
Several publications have issued their annual higher education 

rankings. The Wall Street Journal ranked Cornell at number nine, 

and for the third consecutive year U.S. News and World Report 

rated it fifteenth (in a four-way tie) on its list of best univer-

sities. The Times Higher Education World University Rankings 

put Cornell as the nineteenth best in the world and fourteenth 

best in the U.S. 

Give My Regards to . . . 
These Cornellians in the news

Biologist Thomas Seeley (left), who won a 
Golden Goose Award—given for obscure 
studies that lead to breakthroughs—for his 
“honeybee algorithm” describing how colonies 
organize to forage for nectar. Web companies 
have used it to streamline Internet services.

Miss New York Camille Sims ’15, named second 
runner-up in the 2017 Miss America Pageant. 

Cornell Dining, named third in the Princeton 
Review’s rankings of the best campus food.

Food scientist Martin Wiedmann, PhD ’97 
(right), for having a bacterium named after him. 
Cornell graduate students and staff discovered 
Bacillus wiedmannii in raw milk.

Oceanography professor Charles Greene warns that due to 
warming climates off the U.S. coasts, marine species such as 

lobsters, cod, salmon, and northern right whales 
will suffer diseases or face nutritional stresses 
that force them to migrate or alter their diets, 
or even make them extinct. 

A minimally invasive deep-freezing technique called cryoablation  
is effective against early-stage breast cancer in 92 percent of cases, 
says Medical college surgeon Rache Simmons. 

A new variety of small butternut squash 
indicates peak ripeness by turning from green 
to orange. Created by plant breeding professor 
Michael Mazourek, PhD ’08, they’re being sold at 
farmer’s markets and retailers nationwide. 

Professor Brian Wansink, author of Mindless 
Eating, reports that Americans tend to weigh the least before 
Thanksgiving, then begin an annual gain that peaks around Easter. 
He and colleagues tracked the weights of 3,000 people with scales 
that send data through Wi-Fi. 

Cornell’s entomology collection includes rare 
specimens of an extinct species of plague locust. 

Brandon Woo ’19 recently identified the specimens of 
Melanoplus spretus, the Rocky Mountain locust that 

wreaked havoc on American agricultural land 150 years ago.

A collaborative effort between the Engineering and Medical 
colleges, the Center on the Physics of Cancer Metabolism, aims to 
understand the mechanisms behind how breast cancer develops, 
spreads, and responds to treatment. 

R + D
More information on campus research  
is available at www.news.cornell.edu
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Homecoming 2016

BIG RED SPIRIT: This year’s Homecoming festivities included the traditional 
fireworks and tailgating, as well as concerts, an arts tour, a 5K run, a 
festival of family-friendly activities, and more. The weekend’s highlight: the 
football team’s 27-13 win against Yale in Schoellkopf Stadium.
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