CAMPUS NEWS

From the Hill
Business College
Renamed to Honor
Johnson Gift
In recognition of a $150 million
gift, the recently formed College
of Business has been renamed
for the SC Johnson company.
The funds come from Trustee
Emeritus H. Fisk Johnson ’79,
MEng ’80, MS ’82, MBA ’84, PhD
’86 (seen here taking a selfie with
students during a celebration of
the naming), and the family business. The Johnsons are longtime
University benefactors whose
connection to Cornell stretches
back more than a century; their
largesse has included support
of the Johnson Museum of Art
and the Johnson Graduate School
of Management.

Feeney’s Foundation Gives
Final Gift To Cornell
Following the practice he dubbed “giving while
living,” the foundation established by billionaire
entrepreneur Charles Feeney ’56 (left) has disbursed its final grant—$7 million to the Cornell
Tradition. The funds came from Feeney’s Atlantic
Philanthropies, which has given out $8 billion over thirty-five years,
H.T. Rhodes Fund for the program, which offers opportunities for service, work, and scholarships to Cornell undergrads. Rhodes and Feeney
originated the fellowship program in 1982, when Atlantic made its first
grant—also for $7 million—to support it.

‘It is fundamentally
antithetical to Cornell
University’s principles.’

CUPD Issued Body Cameras
As of mid-January, all uniformed Cornell University Police
officers are wearing body cameras while on duty. According
to Chief Kathy Zoner, the cameras had been requested both
by officers and by the public. “While body-worn cameras certainly are only a part of what goes into investigating

— Interim President Hunter Rawlings III,
decrying President Trump’s ban on immigration
from seven predominantly Muslim countries
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criminal cases and public complaints,” she says, “we and
the community are on the same page that this equipment
provides greater opportunity for objective review.”

Photos: Johnson, Jason Koski/Cornell Marketing Group; Feeney, Robert Barker/CMG; CUPD, Patrick Shanahan/CMG

nearly $1 billion of it to Cornell. The final grant will create the Frank
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Did You Know . . .

WORKS ON PAPER: Subway Therapy, by artist Matthew “Levee” Chavez, is on
view at the Johnson Museum through the end of the semester. The piece, drawn
from a project Chavez mounted last fall that allowed New York City commuters
to record their thoughts on sticky notes, is part of an exhibit called “Empathy
Academy: Social Practice and the Problem of Objects.”

That a Cornellian had a sixgame streak on “Jeopardy!” in
January? Microbiologist Lisa
Schlitt ’07 (above, with host
Alex Trebek) took home a total
of $141,100, falling in game
seven with a question on
“mythological names.”

Risley Dining Goes Gluten-Free
Campus now sports an officially certified gluten-free dining
hall. When Risley Dining reopened for
Photos: subway therapy, chris kitchen/CMG; Jeopardy!, courtesy jeopardy productions; loewentheil collection, CU Library Digital Collections

spring semester, it had entirely eliminated gluten from its menu, offering a
safe eatery for Cornellians with celiac disease or other gluten intolerances.
Risley was already a haven for those
with nut allergies, having eliminated
peanuts and tree nuts in recent years.

Choi Tapped to Lead
Medical College
Augustine Choi (left), who had been
serving as interim dean of Weill
Cornell Medicine since the departure of Laurie Glimcher in spring
2016, has been named to the position
on a permanent basis. An expert in
lung disease, Choi came to the Medical college in 2013 as chief of
the Department of Medicine. Said incoming President Martha
Pollack: “I am deeply impressed by his intellect, his candor, and
his obvious passion for advancing Weill Cornell Medicine’s
mission in patient care, discovery, and education.”

SLICES OF LIFE: The University Library has digitized its
collection of rare photographs of African Americans, making
them freely available online. Donated by Stephan Loewentheil,
JD ’75, and his wife, Beth, the Loewentheil Collection of African
American Photographs comprises 645 images (including the
one above, taken in Florida in 1886). Dating from the 1860s
through the 1960s, they capture, as the New York Times noted,
“a slice of American life not widely visible or preserved.”
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Remembering
Lives Lost
April 5 marks the fiftieth anniversary of one of the most tragic events in
Cornell history: the deadly 1967 fire
at the Cayuga Heights Residential
Club. Eight students and a professor died in the blaze, which heavily
damaged the North Campus residence that’s now known as Ecology
House. The victims included some
of the nation’s finest young scholars:
many of the building’s residents were
enrolled in an experimental program
to earn a bachelor’s degree and PhD
in six years. The faculty member
who lost his life had initially escaped
unharmed, but went back in to try to
save others.
While arson was suspected at
the

time—a

belief

underscored

by two subsequent fires at other
locations housing six-year PhD students—no one was prosecuted, and
many survivors remain traumatized
half a century later. In recent years,
some of them, and other Cornellians
of that era, have advocated for the
case to be re-examined.

Give My Regards to . . .
These Cornellians in the news

Dan Cohen ’05 (left), an executive producer
of the sci-fi film Arrival, which was nominated
for eight Oscars including Best Picture.
Another Best Picture nominee, the war drama
Hacksaw Ridge, was written by Robert
Schenkkan, MFA ’77.
Ithaca mayor Svante Myrick ’09, named to Forbes’s “30 Under
30” list for law and policy.
Robert Smith ’85 (right), founder, chairman,
and CEO of Vista Equity Partners, named
Cornell Entrepreneur of the Year. The
University’s School of Chemical and
Biomolecular Engineering was renamed last
year in recognition of a $50 million gift from
Smith and his foundation.
Lanre Akinsiku, MFA ’16, who had two books in his Blacktop
series (written under the pen name LJ Alonge) on the New York
Public Library’s list of best young adult literature.
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Climate Change Seminars Online
This semester, Cornell’s Atkinson Center for a Sustainable Future
is hosting a series of free, weekly online seminars exploring climate change from a variety of angles—science, policy, ethics,
economics, and more—led by faculty from the University and
elsewhere. For more information, including videos of sessions
that have already been held, go to atkinson.cornell.edu.

Photos: Fire Victims, Cornell Chronicle; Building and Memorial Service, Courtesy Ithaca Journal; Glacier, Bernhard Staehli/istock

CAMPUS TRAGEDY: Those who died in the blaze were (top row of portraits, from left) English Professor John Finch, Martha Beck
’69, and grad student Meimei Cheng; (second row) Peter Cooch ’69, grad student Carol Lynn Kurtz, and Anne McCormic ’67; and
(third row) Jeffrey William Smith ’69, Jennie Zu-wei Sun ’68, and grad student Johanna Christina Wallden. Two days after the fire
(whose devastating aftermath is seen at top left), 1,200 people packed Sage Chapel (bottom) for a memorial service.

C o r n e l l A l u m n i Ma g a z i n e

06-09 MA17 from the hill FINAL.indd 8

2/17/17 4:05 PM

Bright Idea

Cornell has five solar farms, including three
that were installed in December. How much of
the Ithaca campus is now powered by the sun?
C) 12 percent
D) 20 percent

[answer: B]

A) 2 percent
B) 7 percent

VCU Attorney is Cornell’s
First Female Counsel
Madelyn Wessel (below) has been named

Student Center Planned
for Weill Cornell Medicine

the corporation—the first woman to hold the
post. Currently university counsel at Virginia

The Medical college will get a new stu-

Commonwealth

dent center, increasing its dedicated student

University, she

space by nearly 75 percent. To be known as

succeeds James

the Feil Family Student Center in recognition of the family’s $12.5 million gift, the

Mingle, who has

16,200-square-foot facility (seen above in renderings) will be housed on the first

served in the

and second floors of the main campus buildings on York Avenue on Manhattan’s

position for two

Upper East Side. It will include a lounge, a reading room, student activity space, and a

decades. Wessel

computer lab for accessing electronic health records.

will start in May.

‘ There are not many places in the
world where your job is to compose
Latin documents from scratch.’
Photos: renderings, mitchell/GIURGOLA Architects, LLP; wessel, VCU University Relations; Ecoli, Kenneth Simpson/College of Veterinary Medicine

Cornell’s university counsel and secretary of

— New classics faculty member Dan Gallagher
on his previous gig, as a translator for the Pope

Sweet Victory
The cover of CAM’s March/
April 2016 issue (right) won the
overall Readers’ Choice Award
in the American Society of
Magazine Editors’ Best Cover
Contest—beating out such
competition as Newsweek,
Wired, and the New Yorker.
Designed and executed by
art director Jennifer Kloiber
Infante using real sugar and
glue (to highlight a feature
story on research by Robert
Lustig, MD ’80, on the dangers of fructose), the work was a twist
on Edvard Munch’s classic painting The Scream.

R+D
Changes in guidelines that have reduced routine prostatespecific antigen (PSA) testing may be spurring a rise in cases
of metastatic prostate cancer, say researchers at the Medical
college. Urologic oncology professor Jim Hu and colleagues
are calling for those guidelines to be reevaluated.
A $10 million grant from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention has
established the Cornell-led Northeast
Regional Center for Excellence in Vector
Borne Diseases. It will study ways to
prevent and treat diseases—such as West
Nile, Dengue, and Zika—that are passed from insects to people.
The stress of childhood poverty can cause significant
psychological deficits in adulthood, according to a study
that tracked more than 300 subjects for fifteen years. Human
development professor Gary Evans found that adults who’d
endured poverty as children fared worse on tests evaluating
mental health, aggression, persistence, short-term spatial
memory, and more.
Medical and Vet college
researchers have identified a
type of E. coli bacteria (seen at
right in red, with the nuclei of
epithelial cells in blue) that links
Crohn’s disease and arthritis.
The discovery helps explain
why people with Crohn’s, a type
of inflammatory bowel disease,
sometimes suffer joint pain.
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