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Dark Commerce
LOUISE SHELLEY ’72
Shelley is a professor at George Mason 
University, where she directs its Terrorism, 
Transnational Crime, and Corruption Cen- 
ter; her previous books have explored 
human trafficking and the connection 
between corruption, crime, and terrorism. 
In her latest, she delves into such topics as 
sex trafficking, the narcotics trade, and the 
rise of crypto-currencies. Her overarching 

message is that the underground economy presents a grave and 
increasing danger to the environment; the illegal trade in rhino horn, 
for example, threatens to drive the species to extinction. Kirkus calls 
the book “an informative study of the vast and pervasive problem  
of criminal trade.” 

The Secret Life of the 
Little Brown Bat
LAURENCE PRINGLE ’58
This children’s hardcover, featuring 
Pringle’s educational text and an 
artist’s pastel illustrations, follows 
a bat named Otis through various 
adventures—from his early days as 
a pup through nocturnal hunting 
and finally to hibernation. (“With his 

amazingly flexible wings,” Pringle writes, “Otis zigs and zags, flutters 
and dives, hovers and swoops, dips and swerves.”) The book is the 
latest in an animal-oriented series from the prolific children’s author, 
whose previous protagonists include Vixen the Red Fox and Bella 
the Woolly Bear Caterpillar. “As always, this veteran science writer 
mostly avoids anthropomorphization,” says Kirkus, “describing 
actions with lively language that’s fun to read aloud.” 

When Elephants Fly 
NANCY RICHARDSON FISCHER ’88
Fischer’s fourth novel for young adults 
centers on Lily, a high school student 
whose mother is schizophrenic. Knowing 
that she herself is genetically predisposed 
to mental illness, Lily has purposefully 
constructed a calm and ordered lifestyle 
in the hope of staying well. But her careful 
plans are upended when she witnesses a 
zoo elephant abandon her three-week-old 

calf, and the baby seems headed for a circus. Saving it means going 
on a cross-country road trip in the hope of placing the creature in an 
elephant sanctuary. As Fischer writes, in Lily’s voice: “ ‘It’s not like I 
don’t know how you feel. My mother tried to kill me too. It’s awful. It’ll 
always be awful.’ The calf can’t possibly understand what I’m saying 
because she’s three weeks old. And she’s an animal. I’m eighteen, 
human, and I still don’t totally get it.” 

Little House in the City
MARC VASSALLO ’83, BARCH ’84
Vassallo’s book chronicles the 
growing trend of Americans not 
only eschewing the suburbs in 
favor of cities but opting for small 
homes in tight-knit neighborhoods 
instead of apartment buildings. 
The veteran architectural writer 
offers a photographic tour of 
three dozen houses in the U.S. 
and Canada, ranging in size from 
500 to 1,600 square feet. Some 

are remodels; others have sprouted on tiny or oddly shaped lots; 
still others are outbuildings meant to serve as rentals or extra 
space. Small houses, he writes, “can provide you with something 
both grander and more precious than square footage: a chance to 
enjoy an unencumbered home life and an unfettered urban life in  
equal measure.” 

A Door on the River
JESSICA HORNIK ’83
In her debut poetry collection, Hornik 
contemplates such themes as the natural 
world, the struggles of raising a family, and 
coming to terms with oneself. An Upstate 
New Yorker, Hornik ties her collection 
together with the image of a river that 
flows through her backyard, which serves 
as a window into nature and a symbol of 
self-reflection. As she writes in a poem 

entitled “November”: “Sitting by the bank / I want to send the stray 
dogs / Impatience and Distraction / home to where they came from.” 
Hornik’s work has been published in numerous literary journals as 
well as in the New Republic, the Atlantic, and the National Review. 

When Brooklyn Was Queer
HUGH RYAN ’00
In what Publishers Weekly calls an “evoc- 
ative and nostalgic love song to the 
borough and its flamboyant past,” Ryan 
chronicles the stories of LGBTQ residents 
of Brooklyn from the 1800s to the mid- 
twentieth century. He unearths a host of 
colorful characters—including women who  
openly cross-dressed as men, an African 
American lesbian burlesque performer on 

Coney Island, and a brothel owner caught up in a World War II-era 
scandal involving gay Nazi spies—who found work and acceptance in 
Brooklyn until conservative backlash prevented them from living as 
openly. Himself a Brooklynite, Ryan is the founder of an organization 
that helps communities explore their own queer history through 
pop-up exhibits.
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