CAMPUS NEWS

From the Hill
Hempstead Is Named Dean
of Weill Cornell Grad School

New Global
Affairs Institute
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Aedes aegypti mosquitos,
which transmit diseases like
yellow fever, can hear from
as far as ten meters away.
Researchers had previously
thought capturing sound
at such a distance required
eardrums.
Musical tastes can be influenced by season and time of day,
finds Cornell’s Social Dynamics Lab. Analyzing more than 765
million Spotify streams from around the globe, researchers have
found a preference for less intense, more relaxing music during
colder times of the year and at night.
Grad students at Cornell Tech have developed an app to help
people moderate their social media use. In a study, participants
whose phones vibrated when they exceeded designated screentime limits spent an average of 20 percent less time on
Facebook.

President Emeritus David Skorton (left)
is leaving the Smithsonian to lead the
Association of American Medical Colleges.
Skorton, a cardiologist, served as Cornell
president for nine years before departing for
Washington, DC, in 2015 to head the world’s
largest museum. He takes the helm of the AAMC, the nation’s
leading nonprofit devoted to academic medicine, in July.

‘ I think the biggest challenge
for all of us is to be open to new
approaches, and OK with taking
that risk and maybe failing.’
— J. Meejin Yoon, BArch ’95, who assumed the deanship of the
College of Architecture, Art, and Planning in January

Analyzing ten years of data from New York
apple orchards, entomologists have found
that productivity depends on the surrounding
landscape: natural habitats attract more diverse
bee species—and therefore more effective
pollinators—than farmland.

Next Year’s Tuition Set

Brewing green tea in bottled (rather than tap) water—which
increases levels of a potent antioxidant—makes the drink taste
more bitter but doubles its health benefits, food scientists say.

colleges) and $37,880 for New Yorkers in the statutory colleg-
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Trustees have announced a 2019–20 budget that includes what
Provost Michael Kotlikoff calls the lowest percentage increase
in undergrad tuition in decades. It sets tuition at $56,550 for students in the endowed colleges (and out-of-staters in the statutory
es—an increase of 3.6 percent. The total cost, including tuition,
housing, and dining: $71,796 and $53,126, each up 3.5 percent.
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Give My Regards to . . .
These Cornellians in the news
David Honan (right), named Cornell’s
new chief of police. Honan—who has
served with CUPD since 1995, most
recently as deputy chief—succeeds
Kathy Zoner, who held the post for
nearly ten years.
Ithaca, chosen by USA Today as
one of the top twenty-five most
innovative cities in the U.S.
C.C. Chu (left), professor of fiber science
and apparel design, elected a fellow of the
National Academy of Inventors for his work
designing biomaterials, including tissue
engineering for human body repair.
Leonard Schleifer ’73, president and CEO
of the biotech firm Regeneron, honored as
Cornell’s Entrepreneur of the Year.

Johnson Museum Hires Director
Jessica Levin Martinez (left) has
been tapped as director of the
Johnson Museum of Art. She comes
to the Hill from the Harvard Art
Museums, where she currently
heads the Division of Academic and
Public Programs. “Nearly 400 classes are already visiting the Johnson
SPINNING YARNS: A knitting project in Olin Library has spruced
up the building’s electronic security gates; a similar effort has
decorated the gates in Mann.

Museum each academic year,” notes
Martinez, who begins her new job in July, “and that constant flow
of opportunity with new students, fresh eyes, and bold questions
is exciting to me.” Martinez holds a doctorate in the history of

Did You Know . . .

An alum recently got his diploma more than six decades after
his class graduated? Now an orthopaedic surgeon, David Murray
’52 got into med school after three years of undergrad, thanks to
summer courses at Iowa State. After reviewing his transcripts,
the University finally granted his degree last fall.
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and Slovakia, and serving as an educator and administrator at
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African Art.

TINY TUNES
Big Red researchers created a nanoscale
instrument that’s the width of a strand of DNA—
and played the Alma Mater on it. What was it?
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— Earth and atmospheric sciences professor Greg Dietl,
on digitizing Cornell’s collection of mollusk specimens

investigating the provenance of Nazi-looted artworks in Prague

a) Harp

c) Xylophone

b) Flute

d) Guitar

[ANSWER: D]

‘The value of a collection
is not what we have in the
drawers, but in what we
send out to the world.’

art and architecture from Harvard. Her previous work includes
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