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From the Hill

Medical College Slashes Student Debt
Beginning this academic year, MD students at Weill Cornell Medicine who previously  

received need-based loans will now get scholarships instead—enabling many to grad-

uate without med school debt. At an event in September, Dean Augustine Choi and 

President Martha Pollack announced the program to a celebratory crowd (above), 

complete with confetti. “This bold initiative to eliminate medical education student 

debt ensures that every student who wishes to become a doctor can do so—for their 

betterment and for the patients they serve,” Pollack said. “By investing in our medi-

cal students, we impart a lasting, positive effect on the healthcare landscape across 

the country.”

The program isn’t retroactive—so of the current student body, first-years will 

benefit the most. The new scholarships—which will go to students who have demon-

strated financial need, historically more than half of each class—will cover not only 

tuition but also housing and other expenses, a boon to applicants considering a school  

located in Manhattan, where living costs are high. Given that students in the dual 

MD-PhD program already have their costs funded through WCM and the NIH, the move 

means that two-thirds of those graduating from Cornell with MDs will not incur debt 

from those studies. “Providing debt-free medical education isn’t just what’s right for our  

students,” said Sanford Weill ’55, chairman emeritus of WCM’s Board of Overseers.  

“It is critical to creating the best doctors for all generations to come.”

‘ I don’t think any of these really major 
declines are hopeless at this point, but that 
may not be true ten years from now.’

— Ken Rosenberg ’76, an applied conservation scientist at the  
Lab of Ornithology, on his research team’s finding that more than  

a quarter of birds in the U.S. and Canada have disappeared since 1970

Collegetown Bagels,  
Rulloff’s Face Eviction
Two more iconic Collegetown eateries are 

likely departing at the end of this academ-

ic year—but they may be coming back. As 

the Daily Sun reported in late August, the 

century-old building on College Avenue, 

owned by Student Agencies, that houses 

both Rulloff’s restaurant and Collegetown 

Bagels is slated for demolition and redevel-

opment starting in June. As the site-plan 

review application filed with the city 

details, the new $12 million building would 

have both apartments (fifty-six units, rang-

ing from studios to three-bedrooms) and 

retail space—potentially allowing the res-

taurants to move back to their longtime 

locations once construction is completed 

in August 2021. While the existing build-

ing, known as the Chacona Block, is four 

stories tall, zoning changes would allow its 

replacement to rise to six stories.

Urban Tech Hub 
Launched in NYC
Cornell Tech’s Jacobs Technion-Cornell 

Institute has launched a new “hub,” or 

area of concentration: Urban Tech, which 

will include applied research, startups, and 

what the institute calls “a first-of-its-kind 

dual master’s degree focused on making 

cities more livable, adaptable, and con-

nected.” The hub will comprise study on 

technology related to such issues as mobil-

ity and transportation, real estate, energy, 

and intelligent buildings. Applications 

are being accepted for the two-year mas-

ter’s program, which starts in fall 2020. 

“Urban Tech exemplifies the core mis-

sion of our campus, equipping students to 

create solutions to complex, pressing, and 

real-world challenges through interdisci-

plinary research and experimentation,” 

says Cornell Tech Dean Greg Morrisett. 

“As our students and faculty experience 

every day in the heart of New York City, 

urban life is a melting pot of crucial twenty- 

first century issues such as adaptability, 

transportation, and safety.” The hub joins 

existing ones in media and health.
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Alums Win ‘Genius’ Grants
Three Cornellians have been awarded 2019 MacArthur 

Fellowships. Commonly known as “genius” grants, the honor 

comes with a no-strings-attached $625,000 award. The winners 

are Lisa Daugaard, MA ’87 (above left), a criminal justice reformer 

working to improve outcomes for those struggling with substance 

abuse; Zachary Lippman ’00 (above center), a plant biologist inves-

tigating the genetic mechanisms behind flower production; and  

Emmanuel Pratt ’00, BArch ’02 (above right), an architect  

and urban planner working to revive neglected neighborhoods.

Uris ‘Cocktail Lounge’ Returns
After being closed for renovations since January, Uris Library’s 

“Cocktail Lounge” (above) has reopened. The beloved twenty- 

four-hour study space, which has views of Libe Slope, now boasts 

updated furnishings, reservable rooms with multimedia con-

nections, ADA compliant restrooms, a vending area with hot 

beverages, and more. And for the first time since 1982, the lounge 

can be accessed via Uris’s south entrance (facing Willard Straight) 

using a Cornell ID.

That Anil Nerode (left) holds the 
record—sixty years—for longest-
serving active member of the 
Cornell faculty? The Goldwin 
Smith Professor of Mathematics, 
Nerode began teaching on the 
Hill in 1959.

Did You Know . . .

Class of ’23:  
The Numbers

Statistics on the first-year class, newly arrived 
on campus this semester: 

•  Total number of students: 3,218 

•  Gender balance: 55 percent female

•  Identifying as students of color:  
48.5 percent

• First in their families to attend college:  
13.4 percent

•  U.S. states represented: 49 (all but Montana), 
plus Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.

•  Countries represented: 39

•  Total applications received: 49,114

•  Offers made: 5,330  
(10.85 percent admission rate)

•  Yield (accepted applicants who enroll):  
60.4 percent

Give My Regards to . . . 
These Cornellians in the news

Robert Smith ’85, BS ’86 (left), 
chairman and CEO of Vista Equity 
Partners, winner of the Carnegie Medal 
of Philanthropy.

Murray’s Stockinghall, a cloth-bound 
cheddar named for the CALS building 
and developed on the Hill in partnership 
with a local creamery, which won best in 
show at the American Cheese Society’s 
annual competition. 

Suzanne Walsh ’93 (right), named 
president of Bennett College, a 
historically black women’s school in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Ithaca, named the most underrated city 
in New York State 
by Microsoft News.

Stephanie (Ji-Yeon) 
Lim ’21 (left), a 
double major in 
communication and information science 
in CALS, who was crowned Miss World 
Korea in September. She’ll compete at 
the international event in London  
in December.
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Memorial Honors Fire Victims
The University has dedicated a permanent memorial (above)

to the victims of a residence hall fire that took the lives of eight 

students and a professor more than a half-century ago. Located 

between Sage Chapel and Day Hall, the memorial lists the names 

and ages of the victims, the youngest of whom was just seven-

teen. “No one can take away the pain of what you experienced,” 

President Martha Pollack told the attendees at the dedication cer-

emony, where friends and family of those who died placed roses 

on the memorial, which comprises natural stone, plantings, and a 

plaque. “But what we can do is hear your stories and become the 

custodian of your memories with this memorial, which will remain 

in the heart of campus for as long as the University stands.” The 

April 1967 blaze at the Cornell Heights Residential Club was widely 

suspected to be arson, but the cause was never definitively prov-

en and no suspect was formally named. An extensive story in the 

New York Times in April 2018 revisited the tragedy and chroni-

cled efforts by some of the survivors to seek justice in the case.

‘ He brought Mars to campus and 
gave us all a chance to see another 
world close-up.’

— Arts and Sciences Dean Ray Jayawardhana on astronomy 
professor Steve Squyres ’78, PhD ’81, a leader in NASA’s  

Mars rover program, who recently retired from the faculty 

Directory Available for Online Archive
The Cornell-based Internet-First University Press has released a 

complete directory of its materials. Conceived by the Office of the 

University Faculty in 2002, the press has made archival material 

available for free online and also produced new content—includ-

ing more than two dozen books, video recordings of memorial 

events and symposia, public lectures, and oral histories by senior 

faculty. The press and its new directory can be found through the 

ecommons.cornell.edu portal.

New A.D. White Profs Named
Six people have been elected as A.D. White Professors-at-Large, 

serving six-year terms through June 2025. They are Argentinian 

author and investigative journalist Martín Caparrós; Jordan 

Ellenberg, a mathematician and novelist; Bram Govaerts, a spe-

cialist in bioscience engineering and soil sciences; bestselling 

novelist Tayari Jones; Lynn Meskell, an anthropology professor at 

Stanford; and physicist Carl Wieman, a 2001 Nobel laureate who 

also teaches at Stanford.

Act of Courage

What did aspiring Olympic marathoner Katie Kellner ’13 (above) 
do while on a training run in September?

a) Rescue a child from a burning building
b) Save her running partner’s life with CPR
c) Carry an injured dog five miles to a vet
d) Save a man from drowning [ANSWER: D]

R + D
With nearly $10 million in funding from the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID), Cornell is teaming with Purdue 
University—its land-grant counterpart in Indiana—to establish the 
first Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Food Safety, which aims 
to solve some of the world’s greatest challenges in agriculture and 
food insecurity.

Medical College researchers have found that 
letting kids dress up in superhero costumes 
for their MRI scans and couching the 
procedure as an adventure reduces the need 
for sedation, particularly for those aged four 
to seven.

Researchers at the Cornell Wildlife Health 
Lab have created an interactive online tool 
that tells ecologists exactly how many plants 
or animals they need to introduce into a 
habitat to establish a stable population.

With a goal of improving drone flight, engineering professor 
Silvia Ferrari has received a $400,000 grant from the Air Force 
Office of Scientific Research to study how moth brains work.

From a twelve-year study of goldenrod, ecology 
and evolutionary biology professor André Kessler and 
his team have found that when the plants are under 
stress they alert each other through airborne chemicals 
known as volatile organic compounds.
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Sunny Skies Welcome Alums at Homecoming

FALL FUN: Homecoming 2019 featured not only 
the traditional tailgate and football game (against 
Georgetown) but also fireworks, a 5K run, a campus 
art tour, a gala fan festival on Kite Hill, and  more. 
Sadly, the Hoyas beat the Big Red 14-8.

Alumni Affairs Unveils Five-Year Plan
After extensive feedback from alumni—including current students 

and young alums—Cornell’s Alumni Affairs and Development 

office has formulated a five-year strategic plan that was unani-

mously endorsed by the Board of Trustees’ Committee on Alumni 

Affairs. The plan includes seven “engagement areas of focus”: cul-

tivating multi-generational dialogue and community; promoting 

lifelong learning; simplifying volunteer structures and experienc-

es; providing scalable, relevant alumni career support; cultivating 

a diverse volunteer base; leveraging alumni affinity communities 

to increase engagement; and inspiring more alumni to choose to 

give to Cornell. Other elements include three “engagement imper-

atives”: inspiring more students to embrace the alumni network; 

increasing young alumni engagement; and developing flexible, 

lifelong journeys for any alumnus. During the plan’s develop-

ment, some 1,000 alums provided input, including more than 600 

alumni and 120 students who participated in small group discus-

sions at the 2019 Cornell Alumni Leadership Conference (CALC). 

Program Promotes Humanities Study
Arts and Sciences is offering a Humanities Scholars Program 

starting this academic year. Funded through a $6 million anon-

ymous alumni gift, the program will accept thirty students 

annually, chosen in the spring of their sophomore year. They’ll 

receive mentorship from faculty and postdocs, research and 

internship grants, professional skills workshops, collabora-

tion space in the A.D. White House, and more; they’ll also take 

part in seminar courses, including one on research methods. 

The program culminates in a senior-level capstone project, for 

which students will conduct independent research and present 

it at a conference for humanities scholars. “We have always had 

amazing humanities faculty and graduate students who do ground- 

breaking research,” says history professor Durba Ghosh, who 

helped spearhead the program. “The hope is to bring together 

undergraduates who are curious and inquisitive and support them 

as they pose big questions and find their way toward meaningful 

responses to the futures we face.”


