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INSIDE LOOK: Human Ecology student Moriah Adeghe ’21 (above)
was featured in a “Good Morning America” story on Cornell’s
testing system. Top: The COVID analysis lab at the Vet college.
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Campus COVID Levels Remain Low; Enrollment Is High
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Information science professor Cheng Zhang and colleagues
have developed a device that can track the performance of
household appliances using vibrations.

Dorms Named for Ginsburg, Morrison
In her State of the University address, President Pollack
announced that two of the dorms under construction as part of
the North Campus Residential Expansion (above) will be named
for prominent Cornellians: Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg ’54, who died in September, and Nobel Prize-winning
author Toni Morrison, MA ’55, who passed away in August 2019.

Fundraising Steady as Need Increases
In September, the University reported its fundraising numbers
for the fiscal year that ended in June—and despite the global pan
demic and economic crises, Cornell received $712 million in new
gifts and commitments, the third-highest single-year total ever.
The news comes at a time when need for financial aid has ris
en sharply; the University Budget Office has predicted that up
to 3,000 undergrads will experience unanticipated changes in
their finances over the next few years, noting that each 1 percent
increase in the national jobless rate is projected to add 275 to 300
students to Cornell’s financial aid rolls. Among the most promi
nent recent fundraising efforts is the Cornell Promise campaign,

Cornell AgriTech in Geneva, home to the
nation’s oldest apple breeding program,
released three new varieties this fall: Cordera,
Firecracker (right), and Pink Luster.
Using animal studies, food science professor
Robin Dando has found that a mother’s highfat diet prior to pregnancy may lead to more
sweet-taste receptors and a greater attraction to unhealthy food in
their offspring—potentially resulting in obesity in adulthood.
Cornell has once again taken the
top prize in the Institute of Food
Technologists’ student product
development competition, held
virtually this year. The winning
entry: Smoothie Bites (left), bitesize frozen fruit smoothie pieces
with a crunchy yogurt coating.
A team led by global health professor Saurabh Mehta has won a
$100,000 NIH challenge prize for its concept for a cellphone-based
system to detect infectious diseases, inflammation, and nutritional
deficiencies in saliva.
Researchers at Cornell Tech have found that passive data from
smartphones—including movement, ambient sound, and sleep
patterns—can help predict relapses of schizophrenia.

which aims to help all undergrads complete their studies on the
Hill, regardless of financial situation.

‘For too many, racism is something
to be denounced but not discussed.’
— Professor Noliwe Rooks, introducing the debut webinar
of Arts & Sciences’ yearlong series on racism in America

Homecoming 2020 Celebrated Online
It was dubbed “StayHomecoming”: a virtual version of the tra
ditional fall event celebrating Big Red spirit. This year—instead
of a weekend of tailgates, football, and fireworks—the festivities
lasted an entire week and featured a variety of online activities,
including a sports-themed game show that pitted student ath
letes (the “Bartels Brainiacs”) against their alumni counterparts
(the “Big Old Bears”). Another highlight: a conversation (above)
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between NBC News journalist Kate Snow ’91 and Anthony Fauci,
MD ’66, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, in which they reflected on their respective roles in
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and took questions from
students. In addition to participating online, students on cam
pus enjoyed a slate of socially distanced Spirit Week activities,
including tie-dyeing bandanas on the Arts Quad and picking
up free StayHomecoming face masks as well as pumpkins to
decorate their dorm rooms.

SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS: This fall, the famed Intro to
Wines class went virtual—and Professor Cheryl Stanley ’00
got creative. To help her students understand the subtleties
of wine aromas, she sent them scratch ’n’ sniff stickers in such
scents as grape, strawberry, cola, chocolate, and peppermint.
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Did You Know . . .
That the HBO hit series “Lovecraft
Country” is based on a novel by Matt
Ruff ’87? Ruff—the author of several
books including Fool on the Hill and
Sewer, Gas & Electric—published the
fantasy horror tale in 2016.
LIVING MEMORY: The University of Virginia has unveiled
a monument honoring the estimated 4,000 enslaved laborers
who built and worked at the university in the nineteenth
century. It was co-designed by Meejin Yoon, BArch ’95, dean
of the College of Architecture, Art, and Planning.

‘We find it helpful to look back at
things; it helps us think about the
patterns and rhythms in life.’
— Communication professor Lee Humphreys ’99, who studied
the effect of posting milestones like anniversaries on Facebook

Give My Regards to . . .
These Cornellians in the news

Interim Dean of Students Takes Office
Marla Love (left), senior associate dean of
diversity and equity, is currently serving as
interim dean of students. Vijay Pendakur, who
had served as dean since December 2016, left
Cornell in September to become the chief
diversity, equity, and inclusion officer at the
video game company Zynga. Love has also
taken Pendakur’s place as the representa
tive of student interests on the three-person body that advises
President Pollack on diversity and equity issues.

Frat Banned Following 2019 Death
Phi Kappa Psi has lost University recognition with no chance of
being reinstated. A “dirty rush” party at the fraternity in October
2019 has been implicated in the death of Antonio Tsialas ’23, who
was reportedly drinking heavily at the event before taking a fatal
fall into a nearby gorge. In September, a Tompkins County judge

Saul Teukolsky (left), the Hans A. Bethe
Professor of Physics, winner of the American
Physical Society’s Einstein Prize for outstanding
achievement in gravitational physics.

ruled that a lawsuit brought by Tsialas’s parents against Phi Kappa
Psi, the University, and several other defendants could proceed.

Keith Raywood ’78, winner of a Primetime
Emmy award for production design on
“Saturday Night Live.” Geoff Haggerty ’02
was nominated as a writer for the “Daily Show”
and Michael Kantor ’83 as an executive producer of PBS’s
“American Masters.”

Former student-elected trustee
Dustin Liu ’19 (left), named
the U.S.’s youth observer to the
United Nations.
Svante Myrick ’09 (below
right), mayor of Ithaca, named to
Fortune’s “40 Under 40” list for
government and politics.
Fred Young ’64, BME ’65, MEng ’66, MBA ’66,
who has had a powerful telescope named after
him. Young has donated more than $16 million
to the project, located in Chile and now known
as the Fred Young Submillimeter Telescope.
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Students Aid COVID Prevention
The University’s efforts to promote safe behavior this semester
have included student volunteers participating in two programs:
Peer Ambassadors and Peer Consultants. The ambassadors sup
port public health awareness by spreading positive messages on
social media, serving as role models for adhering to Cornell’s
Behavioral Compact, and volunteering at tents (above) to distrib
ute masks and hand sanitizer. The consultants serve as a think
tank to identify risky dynamics within their social circles and
help re-imagine traditional campus events to make them safer.
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Reginald White ’80, BS ’83 (right), a senior
director of human resources on the Hill, elected
by his fellow employees to a four-year term on
the Board of Trustees.
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